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cockade. They fixed these in their breast-pockets so that
the colours showed.

On this occasion the police intervened at the same time
as German troops. Everything symbolising France had
to be taken off. Women in frocks which, through the
addition of flowers or some design, suggested the national
colours, had to remove them.

German propaganda, which had made so many efforts
to rally French people to the support of the Vichy Govern-
ment, made patriotism a crime for Parisians.

Four thousand arrests were made.

For a long time the V campaign was in full swing in
the capital. Walls, posters, and pavements were smothered
in V's, drawn with coloured pencils or chalk. V's and H's
replaced the more usual scrawls in public lavatories. The
platforms of the Metro were littered with used tickets
arranged in the shape of a V or H (Honneur). I think
that it was to end this that the railway authorities,
probably urged on by the Germans, substituted the weekly
travel card for return tickets. What made me think this
was that it was just the way the Germans went about
achieving their object.

The weekly travel card certainly represented a saving
of fifty centimes a day, with the privilege of travelling
after 9 p.m. at a reduced price, but for some unknown
reason Parisians were obliged to take the train always
from the same station and to return to it.1 This made it
impossible, after leaving work, to secure provisions except
in one's own district. There were so many protests that
the weekly card regulations had to be relaxed. Users were
allowed to begin their return journey from any station
on the system. The use of these cards became general,
and one could even have several cards, permitting a
similar number of journeys daily.

1 Normally on the Metro single-price tickets covering the whole
system were issued, permitting travel between any two stations. These
were shown at the beginning of a journey only and it was not necessary
to surrender them at exits. Translator's Note.
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